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WRITING THE RESULTS
Introduction : Why did you start?
Method : What did you do?
Results ;| What did you find?

and
Discussion : What does it mean?

What did you find?
— The “core” of the paper
— Data should relate to Materials and Methods

e Common error: Data provided but no methodology
 Methods described but no findings

— Present findings in logical sequence
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How to write the Results

Results section 1s written 1n the past tense.
It 1s the core or heart of the paper.

The purpose of this section 1s to summarize and
illustrate the findings in an orderly and logical
sequence, without interpretation.

The text should guide the reader through the findings,
stressing the major points.

Do not describe methods that have already been
described in the Methods section.
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Keys of presenting the data

Directly in the text
In the Table.
In the Figure.

All figures and tables must be accompanied
by a textual presentation of the key findings.

Never have a table or figure that 1s not
mentioned 1n the text.
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Tables and Figures

Tables are appropriate for large or complicated data
sets that would be difficult to explain clearly in text.

Figures are appropriate for data sets that exhibit
patterns, or relationships that are best conveyed
visually.

Any table or figure must be sufficiently described by
its title.

Do not include both a table and a figure showing the
same information.
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General rules

* Use the but past tense when referring to your own

study.
* Define any specialized terms or abbreviations

* An issue: how much the information in the text should
overlap with that in the tables and figures

Prof. M Moshki



Organisation is important:

* Organise data either in chronological order
according to the Methods or in order of
most fto least important.

e Present the data in the text, or in a table, or
in a figure. Never present the same data in
more than one way.



Common faults

* [llogical sequence of data presentation

* Too much raw data

 Poor grouping of data

* Inaccurate data

* Repetition of data

e Inappropriate presentation of data

* Results do not match the Methods

e Attempts to interpret and draw conclusions



Presentation of Statistical Results

- The Results must answer the main research
hypotheses or research questions.

- Present results In a clear and simple way.

- Present data in a summarized form.

- Keep objectives in mind.

- Avoid discussing results in the “Results”
section.

- Significant results supported by p-value and
or Confidence interval.
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